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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over McCormick 
et al. (U.S.Patent No. 6,023,723) in view of "If unwanted e-mail is in the eye of the beholder 
then I want a spam button" (03 August 1998). 

In the claim 1, McCormick et al. discloses a system for policying an unsolicited e-mail 
(filter junk e-mails)(see figure 3) comprising: 

♦ a plurality of clients (17, 19), each coupled together using a wide area network (Internet 
and/or intranet 1 1) of computer comprising an Internet; a policy server (central e-mail 
system 21) coupled to each of the plurality of clients (17, 19) through the wide area 
network (Internet and/or intranet 1 1) of computers; 

♦ the policy server being adapted to receive the indication (updated filter addresses ) from 
the client to the policying server (see col. 6, lines 33-38, col. 7, lines 45-48). 
McCormick, however, does not disclose an icon on the display, the icon being adapted to 

send the indication from the client. 

"If unwanted e-mail is in the eye of the beholder then I want a spam button" 
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(03 August 1998) discloses When I get what my eye beholds as spam — single or bulk, solicited 
or run, commercial or non — I want to push my spam button once to get that spam filed for 
future prosecutions, to get my mail server blocking e-mail from that sender, and to get a 
message sent according to a spam protocol demanding that the sender cease and desist. 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify the McCormick' s system with the teaching of "If unwanted e-mail 
is in the eye of the beholder then I want a spam button" to provide an option icon on the display 
in order to help the client to speed up removing the Junk mail (SPAM). Therefore, the modified 
system would have been enable the policy server being adapted updated e-mail filter in response 
to each client notification. 

3. In the claim 2, McCormick et al. discloses the policy server (figure 1, central location 46) 
is adapted to report the unauthorized e-mail message (unwanted e-mail message) (see col. 3, lines 
55-56). 

4. In the claim 3, McCormick et al. discloses the policy server is adapted to updated a local 
e-mail filter for the client (25) in response to the unsolicited e-mail (see col. 4, lines 49-56). 

5. In the claim 4, McCormick et al. discloses each of clients (17, 19) comprises an updated 
e-mail filter from the policy server (central location 21) (see figure 3, col.4, lines 48-56). 

6. In the claim 5, McCormick et al. discloses the policy server comprises a log of the 
unsolicited e-mail (see figure 3, col.4, lines 48-56). 
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7. In the claim 6, McCormick et al discloses the unsolicited e-mail message is SPAM (see 
figure 2, col.4, lines 8-14). 

8. In the claim 7, McCormick et al. discloses the display comprises a browser program, the 
browser program being coupled to the e-mail device (see figure 3, web browser or e-mail access 
application). 

9. In the claim 8, McCormick et al. discloses each of the plurality of clients (17, 19) is for a 
different user, where each user is capable to sending the unsolicited e-mail message to the policy 
server (central location 21) (see col. 4, lines 49-56). 

10. In the claim 9, McCormick et al. discloses the policy server (centralized server 21) 
comprises a plurality of SPAM filters (see figure 3, col.4, lines 49-56). 

11. In the claim 10, McCormick et al. discloses each of clients (17, 19) is coupled to the wide 
area network (Internet 1 1) of computers through an Internet service provider (see figure 3). 
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Conclusion 



12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Chuong Ho whose telephone number is (703)306-4529. The 

examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9am to 3pm. 

13. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be direct to the group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 
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Dun^CDinh 
Primary Examiner 



